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Fishery Conservation and Management § 654.4

Subpart A—General Measures

§ 654.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to im-
plement the Fishery Management Plan 
for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf 
of Mexico, prepared by the Gulf of Mex-
ico Fishery Management Council under 
the Magnuson–Stevens Act. 

(b) This part governs conservation 
and management of stone crab and re-
stricts the trawl fishery in the manage-
ment area. 

(c) ‘‘EEZ’’ refers to the EEZ in the 
management area, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67 
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§ 654.2 Definitions. 

In addition to the definitions in the 
Magnuson–Stevens Act and in § 620.2 of 
this chapter, the terms used in this 
part have the following meanings: 

Management area means the EEZ off 
the coast of Florida from a line extend-
ing directly south from the Alabama/
Florida boundary (87°31′06″ W. long.) to 
a line extending directly east from the 
Dade/Monroe County, FL boundary 
(25°20.4′ N. lat.). 

Regional Administrator (RA) for the 
purposes of this part, means the Ad-
ministrator, Southeast Region, NMFS, 
9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Pe-
tersburg, FL 33702, or a designee. 

Stone crab means Menippe mercenaria, 
M. adina, or their interbreeding hy-
brids, or a part thereof. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67 
FR 61991, 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§ 654.3 Relation to other laws. 

(a) The relation of this part to other 
laws is set forth in § 600.705 of this 
chapter and paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section. 

(b) The regulations in this part are 
intended to be compatible with, and do 
not supersede, similar regulations in 
effect for the Everglades National Park 
(36 CFR 7.45). 

(c) The regulations in this part are 
intended to be compatible with similar 

regulations and statutes in effect in 
Florida’s waters. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 63 
FR 44595, Aug. 20, 1998; 67 FR 61991, Oct. 3, 
2002]

§ 654.4 Trap limitation program. 
The provisions of this section estab-

lish a Federal stone crab trap limita-
tion program in the management area 
that complements the stone crab trap 
limitation program implemented by 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FFWCC). The Fed-
eral program requires issuance of a 
commercial vessel permit, a trap cer-
tificate, and annual trap tags. A person 
in the management area who is in com-
pliance with the FFWCC trap limita-
tion program is exempt from the re-
quirements of the Federal trap limita-
tion program specified in this section. 

(a) Commercial vessel permit require-
ments. Effective December 2, 2002, for a 
person aboard a vessel, except a person 
who is in compliance with the FFWCC 
stone crab trap limitation program, to 
possess or use a stone crab trap, pos-
sess more than 1 gallon (4.5 L) of stone 
crab claws, or sell stone crab claws in 
or from the management area, a valid 
Federal commercial vessel permit for 
stone crab must have been issued to 
the vessel and must be on board. 

(1) Eligibility for a commercial vessel 
permit. The owner of a vessel is eligible 
to receive a Federal commercial vessel 
permit for stone crab if the owner pro-
vides documentation as specified in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section sub-
stantiating his or her landings of a 
minimum of 300 lb (136 kg) of stone 
crab claws harvested from the manage-
ment area or Florida’s state waters 
during at least one of the stone crab 
fishing seasons, October 15 through 
May 15, for 1995/1996 through 1997/1998. 
A person who has a valid stone crab 
trap certificate issued under the stone 
crab trap limitation program imple-
mented by the FFWCC or a person 
whose Florida saltwater products li-
cense (SPL) has been suspended or re-
voked is not eligible for a Federal com-
mercial vessel permit for stone crab. 

(2) Documentation of eligibility for a 
commercial vessel permit. The only ac-
ceptable source of documentation of 
stone crab claws landed in Florida is 
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